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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

lO Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-54 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-54 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E] The drawing(s) filed on 07 December 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 -54 are pending in this office action. 

2. This application claims US Provisional Application 60/254038 filed on 12/07/2000. 

Drawings 

3. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because missing figxires 6, 7, 12, and 16 (Paper filed on February 22, 2002. Applicant 
is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the appUcation. The requirement 
for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 29 is objected to because of the following informalities: At line 4, "cancelling'* is 
suggested to change to -cancehng— . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject mailer which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 -40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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Regarding claims 1, 15, 26, and 36, line 1, there is insufficient antecedent basis for "i/i an 
electronic device, a method, comprising the steps of. It's unclear whether the "electronic 
device" or "a method" comprising the steps. Also, "in an electronic device, a method" does not 
make sense. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 -54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mui (US 
2003/0229529), in view of Brown (US 6,601,016). 

Regarding claims 1 and 41, Mui discloses in an electronic device, a method, comprising 
the steps of: 

o providing user profiles regarding users (See [ 1 3 3 1 ]); and 
o examining the user profiles to match at least two selected ones of the users (See 
[1331]). 

However, Mui does not explicitly teach the matching information relating to fitness activity. On 
the other hand, Brown teaches fitness profiles 52, Fig. 2, and col. 9, 1-20, Brown et al.). Since 
Mui system relates to matching individuals with competencies. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate this 
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system with matching fitness activity as suggested by Brown. The motivation would have been 
apply Mui system on different fields. 

Regarding claims 2 and 42, Mui/Brown discloses informing a first of the selected users of 
the scheduled fitness activity (See [1331], lines 16-17, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claims 3 and 43, Mui/Brown fiirther discloses sending an invitation to 
participate in the scheduled fitness activity to the first selected user (See [1407], Mui et al.). 

Regarding claims 4 and 44, Mui/Brown wherein the invitation includes a user interface 
component for enabling the first selected user to accept or decline the invitation (See [1407], Mui 
et al). 

Regarding claims 5 and 45, Mui/Brown fiirther discloses sending a commxmication to the 
second selected user informing the second selected user whether the first selected user accepted 
or declined the invitation (See [1406], Mui et al.). 

Regarding claims 6 and 46, Mui/Brown discloses wherein calendars of fitness activities 
are maintained for the selected users and wherein the method fiirther comprises the step of 
adding the scheduled fitness activity to the calendars of the selected users (See [1333], lines 5- 
14, Mui etal.). 
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Regarding claim 7, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the selected users have client devices 
with displays(Web clients 515, Fig. 5, Mui et al.) and wherein the chent devices communicate 
with the electronic device and wherein the method further comprises the step of displaying the 
calendar for at least one of the calendars on the display of at least one of the client devices (See 
[0114], [[0117], Mui etal.). 

Regarding claim 8, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the electronic device is a computer 
system (See Fig. 1, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 9, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the step of examining is prompted by 
one of the selected users requesting the scheduling of the scheduled fitness activity (See [1333], 
line 8-14, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 10, Mui/Brown further discloses providing a user interface element for 
specifying which of the users to invite to the scheduled fitness activity (See Fig. 20, and its 
corresponding text, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 11, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface element is part of a 
web Page (See Fig. 20, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 12, Mui/Brown further discloses providing a user interface component 
for specifying a date, time and place for the scheduled fitness activity (See Fig. 24, Mui et al.). 
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Regarding claim 13, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface component for 
specifying a date, time and place is part of a web page (See Fig. 24, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 14, Mui/Brown discloses providing a user interface component for 
identifying what type of fitness activity the scheduled fitness activity is (See Fig. 24, Mui et al). 

Regarding claims 15 and 47, Mui/Brown discloses in an electronic device, a method, 
comprising the steps of: 

o providing a user interface that enables a user to request a suitable partner (See 

Fig. 19, Mui et al.) for a fitness activity as addressed above in claim 1; 
o conducting a search of candidate partners to locate a suitable partner (See Fig. 20, 
Mui et al.); and 

o retuning to the user a list of any suitable partners (See Fig. 25, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claims 16 and 48, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface enables the 
user to speci fy characteristics of a suitable partner (See fig. 19, Mui et al). 

Regarding claims 17 and 49, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the search looks for candidate 
partners having the specified characteristics (Fig. 20, Mui et al.). 
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Regarding claims 18 and 50, Mui/Brown discloses wherein only candidate partners 
matching at least some of the specified characteristics are set forth on the Ust (See Fig. 20, Mui et 
al). 

Regarding claims 19 and 51, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface enables the 
user to specify suitable ages as one of the characteristics for a suitable partner (See [1333], lines 
22-23, Mui et al). 

Regarding claims 20 and 52, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface enables the 
user to specify a suitable geographic locale as one of the characteristics for a suitable partner 

Regarding claims 21 and 53, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface enables the 
user to specify a suitable skill level at the fitness activity for suitable partners (See [1333], Mui et 
al.). 

Regarding claim 22, Mui/Brown further discloses receiving at least one user choice from 
the Ust of suitable partners; and sending an invitation communication to the user choices to 
participate in the fitness activity (See [1407], Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 23, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the user interface is provided to the 
user via a network (Internet 107, Fig. 1, Mui et al). 
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Regarding claim 24, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the network is a computer network 
(See Fig. l,Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 25, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the computer network is the hitemet 
(Intemet 107, Fig. 1, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 26, Mui/Brown discloses in a computer system, a method, comprising 
the steps of: 

o providing a web site having: 

a matching facility for identifying persons that are well-matched to a first user 
(Fig. 19, and corresponding text, Mui et al.) for a particular type of fitness 
activity as addressed above in claim 1; 

a scheduling facility for scheduling fitness activities among persons (See Fig. 
26); 

using the matching facility to identify at least one person that is well-matched 
to the user for a first type of fitness activity (See Fig. 25, and corresponding 
text, Mui et al); and 

using the scheduling facility to schedule a first event of the first type of fitness 
activity between participants, including the first user and the well-matched 
person (See [1246], Mui et al.). 
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Regarding claim 27, Mui/Brown further discloses sending electronic reminders to the 
participants of the scheduled first event of the first type of fitness activity (See [0308], Mui et 
al). 

Regarding claim 28, Mui/Brown further discloses receiving a communication indicating 
that a selected one of the participants can no longer participate in the first event of the first type 
of fitness activity; and adjusting the scheduling of the first event of the first type of fitness 
activity with the scheduling facihty to indicate that the selected participant will not participate 
(See [1407], Mui etal.). 

Regarding claim 29, Mui/Brown further discloses: 

o receiving a communication requesting cancellation of the first event of the first 

type of fitness activity; 
o in response to the communication, canceling the first event of the first type of 
fitness activity with the scheduling mechanism. 
(See [1407], Mui etal.) 

Regarding claim 30, Mui/Brown further discloses: 

o sending electronic notification to each of the participants of the first event of the 
first type of fitness activity that the first event of the first instance of the first type 
of fitness activity has been cancelled (See [1210], Mui et al.). 
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Regarding claim 31, Mui/Brown further discloses: 

o receiving a communication requesting a change in the first event of the first type 
of fitness activity; 

o in response to the communication, modifying scheduling of the first event of the 

first type of fitness activity; and 
o sending electronic notifications to the participants to inform the participants of the 

modifying of the scheduling of the first event of the first type of fitness activity. 
(See [1210], Mui et al). 

Regarding claim 32, Mui/Brown fiirther discloses providing participants with an option 
of designating whether the participants wish to continue to participate in the first event of the 
first type of fitness activity in view of the modifying of the scheduling (See [1210], Mui et al). 

Regarding claim 33, Mui/Brown fiirther discloses using the scheduling facility to 
schedule a second event of the first type of fitness activity (See 2420, Fig. 24, Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 34, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the second event is scheduled for a 
second user (See [1407], Mui et al.). 

Regarding claim 35, Mui/Brown further discloses using the scheduling facility to 
schedule a third event of a second type of fitness activity {See [1406-1407], Mui et al). 
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Regarding claims 36 and 54, Mui/Brown discloses in an electronic device, a method, 
comprising the steps of: 

o prompting a participant in a fitness activity for feedback regarding a selected 

participant in the fitness activity; 
o in response to the prompting, obtaining the feedback regarding the selected 
participant; and 

o making information regarding the feedback available to parties that are 
considering scheduling a fitness activity with the selected participant. 
Please see [1 362-1405] and as addressed above in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 37, Mui/Brown further discloses making feedback from other 
participants of the fitness activity regarding the selected participant available to the parties (See 
[1362-1405], Miii et al.). 

Regarding claim 38, Mui/Brown further discloses making additional feedback from other 
fitness activities regarding the selected participant available to the parties (See [1362-1405], Mui 
et al.). 

Regarding claim 39, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the prompting is performed over a 
computer network (Internet 107, Fig. 1, Mui et al.) 

Regarding claim 40, Mui/Brown discloses wherein the information regarding the 
feedback is made available over a computer network (Internet 107, Fig. 1, Mui et al.). 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sutcliffe U.S Patent No. 6,052,122 discloses method and apparatus for matching 
registered profiles. 

Collins U.S Patent No. 6,061,681 discloses on-line dating service for locating and 
matching people based on user-selected search criteria. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Merilyn P Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4026. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



MN 

March 19, 2005 




